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The Overview

Grovemere Property Limited is a commercial property business based at Lancaster Way Business Park, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire. The original section of the park (which is on an ex WW2 airfield) has been developed for 
some while. More recently Grovemere have been developing the eastern section of the available land. They 
approached Stormport in autumn 2016 with a request to get power on for a new section of the park with  
one tenant having a particular, firm contractual deadline for power on.

The Challenge  

The main incoming tenant was a new hi-tech Cambridge University book depository. The University selected 
this site after consideration of more than thirty sites in a fifty-mile radius of Cambridge, on the basis of criteria 
such as ground conditions, transport links and acquisition costs. So, it was very important for our Client to get 
an exceptional service on power supply. This required a 0.4MVA supply to be available by February 13th 2017. 
In addition, there were four other units being built in the same phase that required a further 0.3MVA, taking 
the total to 0.7MVA. There was existing 11kV infrastructure within a few hundred meters of the site but we 
were unsure of the available capacity on this section of existing network.

The Process

Stormport applied to UK Power Networks for a 1 MVA point of connection offer for this phase as some of 
this development was highly speculative and our client wanted some headroom on capacity. The connection 
offered for this demand was on the nearby 11kV network which was 200m away. 

We also agreed with an Independent Distribution Network Operator (IDNO) to adopt the low voltage network 
and supply points. We saved money on the installation as their design standards allowed combined heavy duty 
cut outs and metering current transformer chambers.

Stormport  
Professional Services

Case Study

New university book depository, Ely, Cambs



We completed the detailed design of the high and low cable routes, the 1MVA package substation  
and the supply intake positions UK Power Networks and the IDNO both approved the design, first time  
with no modifications.

The Solution

The site did present us with a close co-ordination challenge. The ground works contractor was installing 
roads and drains at the same time we needed to install the substation and cables. They were the site Principal 
Contractor so we worked with their safety team to agree a process where they would provide line and level 
information for the road kerbs, how we could install the cables in the correct position and how they would 
avoid inadvertent contact with them after installation. This all went to plan and the cables were installed 
correctly. The groundworks contractor also built the substation base which we quality checked and passed  
as fit for purpose.

We built bases and installed GRP service intake kiosks for the other supplies on this phase as well as street 
lighting kiosk.

The substation plant arrived in late January and was installed in its GRP kiosk, the earthing installation was 
completed and tested and all preparatory jointing was completed.

The Results 

The cables were installed and the new substation plant was landed, prepared and tested in late January. We 
satisfactorily completed all end to end testing of the new cables in readiness for the high voltage network 
shutdown to make the connection. The substation was energised on February 8th ensuring that all contractual 
deadlines were met. 
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For the past twelve months, Grovemere Property Limited has employed Stormport Professional 
Services as their Electrical Connections Provider.

Stormport have already connected several new units for us in the 100 to 1000kVA range; 
establishing 3 new substations in the process.  

Our Lancaster Way Business Park is part of the Cambridge Compass Enterprise Zone and we 
are currently developing Phase 2, which is just over 100 acres. 

Stormport have also just completed the installation of a new 2km 11kV cable through the city 
centre of Ely to provide us with a further 3.5MVA of power to future proof us of any incoming 
tenants’ needs.

During this period, Stormport have provided us with a professional service and have dealt 
with any power supply problems quickly and efficiently. They have a very good relationship 
with UK Power Networks and are able to use this to ensure all the non-contestable work UK 
Power Networks have to do is completed in time to make our connections live.   So far, all our 
deadlines have been met.

Stormport have been very responsive, always available, and technically proficient and I wouldn’t 
hesitate to recommend them for any electrical connection projects.

Thomas Brand 
Operations Director, Grovemere Property – July 2017 
thomas@grovemere.co.uk


