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The Overview

Stormport responded to an Invitation to Tender from an online procurement portal (Uprocure) to tender 
for this connection project. This was a brown field development; an existing older building in Queen Street, 
Colchester known as Roman House was undergoing conversion to a Curzon boutique cinema and two 
restaurant units.

Uprocure had already received an acceptable connection offer for the noncontestable work and this tender 
was to carry out the contestable works associated with this connection.
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The Challenge  

Our work had to be undertaken in conjunction with the conversion work of this building and another 
construction site close by which gave us challenges in the cable route selection.  The original route was the 
most direct route from the point of connection substation, but this was earmarked for future development 
and not available to us.

The new route was agreed with all parties to go around the edge of the proposed future development (so 
that no diversions would be required in the future) and then running parallel to the existing building. As this 
building was being converted and partly demolished, scaffolding was to be erected for the majority of build 
programme. Once the scaffold was in place it would not be being removed until after the supply was required.

The Process

Our design solution for the anticipated demand of 430kVA was for two low voltage cables to be laid directly 
from Priory Street substation which was 180 metres away. These would be terminated in heavy duty cut-outs 
with large power metering chambers mounted above.

Our design was agreed by all parties and accepted by the DNO and allowing construction to begin.

The Solution

Following consultation with the site Principal Contractor we installed our ducting (in advance of need) on part 
of the route to allow for the scaffolding to be erected, this meant that the main contractor could start the 
conversion works without delay.

The Results 

We were successful in working with corroboratively with the site Principal Contractor allowing all works to 
proceed in line with programme. 

The excavation works were carried out closely followed by cable jointing requirements, meaning that any open 
excavations could be reinstated as quickly as possible.  The cables were connected to the heavy duty cut outs 
and tested. 

All the tests were satisfactory and the site was energised in advance of the target date. 
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