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The Overview

Stormport were contacted by Simon Boreham who was in the process 
of buying a plot of land with a barn. His plan was to build himself a 
new home in a desirable, remote countryside location. One of the 
factors he was dealing with was the cost of getting an electricity supply 
to the site as there was no power there at the moment. He knew it was 
going to be a substantial investment but he had to get to a figure he 
would be comfortable with. 

The Challenge  

Simon had received budget quotes from the DNO. So had a neighbour, 
sometime in the past, but he had not taken up the option. The nearest 
low voltage cable were approximately 450 metres away where there 
was a pole mounted substation and low voltage distribution around a 
small hamlet. 

The DNO proposal was for a very long low voltage cable to Simon’s site 
boundary. Our challenge was to get Simon an economic and reliable 
power supply.

The Solution

We modelled a low voltage solution on WinDebut. Our finding 
was that although the voltage drop to the site boundary was just 
within limits, there was still over 100m of private LV cable from the 
termination position to Simon’s house. Our conclusion was that this 
was high risk solution as the supply may not always be of reliable 
quality.

Our investigations revealed that there was an existing high voltage 
cable 350 metres away. This would mean a small pad mount substation 
would be required but this would solve the supply quality issue. We 
asked the DNO for a high voltage point of connection and got an offer 
where we expected. 

Stormport  
Professional Services

Case Study

Hoghill Drove, Haddenham, Cambs – supply to  
a new barn conversion for domestic dwelling



We proposed a 100kVA padmount substation at the northern boundary of Simon’s land. From there we 
proposed a low voltage cable to a point where Simon and his neighbour’s land abutted and allowed for two 
service kiosks to be installed. The neighbour had agreed to take a supply as well, sharing the costs with Simon. 
We now had a solution for two high quality supplies and a cost sharing arrangement. This was accepted. 

The Results 

The high voltage cable at the point of connection had been installed by directional drilling techniques to supply 
a solar farm a few years ago. We were concerned that the depth of the cable could be excessive and present 
us some engineering difficulties. We decided to carry out trial holes and were pleased to find the cable was 
at normal depth. We then installed high and low voltage cables and the padmount substation to the two GRP 
service kiosks. Stormport then completed the high voltage shutdown and made all the connections. At last 
some power, in a very remote part of Cambridgeshire!
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I was really pleased I chose to work with Stormport. They provided 
a quality supply with minimum disruption. The project team were 

great people to work with and kept me informed at all times.

Simon Boreham 

Client Plaudit


